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How to use the tools presented in the workshop

Identify Climate 
Vulnerabilities to the 

tasks being undertaken

Develop possible 
Solutions to reduce 
these Vulnerabilities

Evaluate Solutions to 
determine which are 

most effective & feasible

Implement Solutions, 
monitor their efficacy, 

modify as needed.

Use the Rapid Vulnerability & Adaptation Tool (RVAT) to: 

Use the Climate Change Adaptation Certification (CCAC) to: 
Evaluate an individual decision or compare decisions such as:

• Permits
• Capital Expenditures
• Policy change

Identify Climate  Risk 
Factor for a specific 

decision/project

Evaluate climate 
impact on 

decision/project

Make a 
determination of 
how to proceed

Evaluate overall vulnerability and develop adaptation options for:
• County Operations
• Topics
• Agencies

Make the CCAC part of daily planning processes to mainstream a climate lens in decision making

Make the RVAT part of episodic planning & process updates to create climate-informed guiding documents

Not just for your organization! Anyone, any organization or any 

coalition can use these to support climate savvy decision making



   Homework

FOR EACH HOMEWORK 

SUBMITTED SUMMARIZE 

IN 2 sentences and share 

one thought on what is 

great or w
hat needs to be 

considers. Have those 

things map to the  

approaches we are 

teaching



A sampling of CCAC homework

Dredging, widening & cleaning out a portion of the W. Lake Sugar Loaf Lake channel
� Planning in advance for higher water levels and less permeable soils in an area that is likely 

to be more developed to maintain floodplain function
� Great use of local mapping tools. What would be done to reduce the impact of “sprawl”? 

Clear designations? Zoning?

How climate change will impact the species of the bird taxa that use Ft. Custer Training Center
� Preserve & manage (fire) more regional floodplain land to provide bird habitat
�  After your species vulnerability assessment, use this tool to evaluate the effectiveness of one 

specific action (e.g., a specific site you might acquire, a specific habitat restoration plan)

Redesign and restore a large arboretum pollinator garden within the next few years
🡪 Use appropriate planting selections, plans for low-water use, and use of renewable energy.
🡪Great use of local site knowledge. Can non-motorized transit to the site be enhanced?



A sampling of CCAC homework

Public access system to a new nature preserve, includes parking lot, trails, benches, signage
🡪 Maintain permeability and local water retention, mostly passive design.
🡪Consider how to ensure erosion protecting vegetation is maintained as conditions change

Create a greenway/bikeway along Portage Creek
🡪Addition of a vegetative buffer to help with flood control, plus creation of non-motorized 
transit route. 
🡪Great opportunity add other flood control features in design. Consider possible role in water 
quality remediation?

Interior renovation of an existing building where Can-Do Kalamazoo plans to move in 2022
🡪 Use appropriate planting selections, plans for low-water use, and use of renewable energy.
🡪Great use of local site knowledge. Can non-motorized transit to the site be incentivized? 
Existing building—can energy and water efficiency be improved to limit future costs & impact?



  Other Resources at your disposal

www.CAKEx.org
Your online adaptation destination

Find case studies, tools, 
guides and peers. 

Searchable by geography, 
sector, climate hazard and 
much more




